Showing Appreciation

the Snowmobiler’s Way

The Annual Military Appreciation Ride Celebrates its Eighth Year

T

he act of showing appreciation for those who have and are
currently serving in our country’s military comes in a variety of
forms: Military Appreciation Month; monuments and stadiums
dedicated in their honor; special rates and more, as it should be. From
my experience, however, the most exciting way to show appreciation
is to take them snowmobiling.
On the brisk morning of January 18, I stepped into the Expo Hall
at the Eagle River Derby Track where groups of friends and families
were beginning to gather in anticipation. The 8th Annual Military
Appreciation Ride was about to get started, how could they not be
excited?
The group of 50 listened in as Colonel Don Hamilton, the ride’s
co-founder, welcomed everyone and gave an itinerary of the day’s
events, which would include a ride throughout Vilas County and
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several pit stops. The group then split into four smaller groups based
on riding experience and speed.
Thanks to the generous support of both Track Side and Boat Sport
Marina, those who didn’t have their own snowmobile were able to
ride a brand new Ski-Doo or Arctic Cat. We were finally off and onto
the trails
The trails were snowy and sun-soaked,
around 9
what more could you ask for?
a.m. and
despite the
temperature
hovering just
one degree
above zero,
it truly was

The Track Side Ski-Doo’s were outfitted with skags from Bergstrom
Skags. Scott Bergstrom, the owner and a Vietnam veteran,
personally delivered the skags from Rockford, Illinois, which made a
world of difference when it came to handling of the sleds.

a beautiful day for riding. As we wound our
way around corners and through the woods,
the sun decided to peak out and illuminate the
freshly groomed trails.
With 15 miles on the trip odometer, we
made our first stop of the day at the Burnt
Bridge Tavern in Conover. The conversation
was flowing just as quickly as the hot cocoa
and it didn’t take long for connections to be
made as folks began to discuss where they
were stationed, their deployments and more.
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As guides consulted their maps, riders were
able to compare sleds and talk shop.

them for the award, including grazing a tree, falling off their sled in
a cat like manner, losing their keys and accidentally riding off trail.
This year’s winner was the AWSC’s own past president Doug
Johnson. After admitting that he may have come into a corner “a
little too hot,” he rode off the trail as he regained control of his sled.
Johnson has spent a lot of time telling people to stay on the trail, so
the irony of his circumstance may have put just a little bit of a target
on his back.
All and all it was an excellent day of riding and a truly
awesome way to show appreciation for our military, the Wisconsin
snowmobiler’s way.
Doug Johnson, pictured with Col.
Hamilton, can now add “I Goofed”
to his list of snowmobiling
accomplishments.

Thoroughly warmed and anxious to log more miles, we set off to
travel northeast towards our lunch destination in Land O’ Lakes. Each
group charted a slightly different course filled with its own highlights
and “uh oh” moments. Nonetheless, everyone made it to the
Gateway Lodge to enjoy a delicious lunch and share their trail tales.
From there one group set course for the Sayner Pub, while others
made their way back to the Derby track.
The groups logged anywhere from 65 to 120 miles and as
everyone ate dinner together, there were smiles all around the
room. No Military Appreciation Ride would be complete without the
presentation of the esteemed Toilet Seat Award. There were several
deserving candidates who made “oopsies” during the ride to qualify

The Military Appreciation Ride would not be possible without the support of the following sponsors:
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Almond Sno-Eagles
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Arlington Prairie Drifters
Association of Sauk County Snowmobile Clubs
Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs
Baraboo River Runners
Bear Point Sno-Cruisers
Best Western Derby Inn, Eagle River
Birchwood Bobcat Riders Inc.
Boat Sport Marina, Eagle River
Brown County Snowmobile Alliance, Inc.
Burnett County Snow Trails Association
Clark County Snowmobile Council
Cleveland Snow Hawks
Clinton Fence Hoppers, Inc.
Cozy Corner Trails, Inc.
Decker Tours, Eagle River
Derby Track, Eagle River
Design Solutions, Minoqua
Don Rick Insurance
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Four Dams Sno - Goers
Garbarek Family
Glass Insurance Center
Greenleaf Riders Charities Foundation
Haupt Trucking
Herbert Schulz
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"Jets" (Plus Travis)
Junction City Sundowners
Ken's Sports, Kaukauna
Lakeshore Driftbusters Inc.
Ledgeview Riders Snowmobile Club, Inc.
Louis Corners Sno-Birds, Inc.
Marinette County Snowmobile Alliance
Marshall Sno-Drifters, Inc.
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Midnite Trail Riders, Inc.
Moore Family
Near North Trail Riders of Athelstane
Northern Hornshoe Trails, Inc.

Northern Kettle Moraine Crooked
Trails Club, Inc.
Northernaire Resort
Northwoods Patriots
Northwoods Riders
Oneida County Snowmobile Council
Osceola Valley Sno Goers
Poniatowski Dare Devils
Randal Benson
Ranger City Riders
Rush River Trail Riders
Shawano Lake Snoblasters
Track Side, Eagle River
Viking Sno-Riders, Inc.
Waukesha County Snowmobile
Association
Waunakee Winter Wanderers
Winnebago County Snowmobile
Alliance
White Thunder Riders Inc.
Wisconsin Metal Sales Inc.
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